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General meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month. The venue for General 
meetings is the Department of Food and Agriculture (formerly DARA) Meeting Room, Epsom. 
Meetings start at 7:30pm and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Committee meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month in members’ homes. 
Members of the Committee are the Office Bearers listed above, together with the following 
members: J Cleary; W Demeo; R Orr; R Ruddick; M Stone; L Hamilton. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Ministry of Education complex in 
Havlin Street East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. Full-day excursions normally commence 
at 10am (usually on a Sunday); half-day excursions normally commence at 2pm and may be either 
on a Saturday or Sunday. Full-day or half-day excursions are usually held on the weekend 
following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times each year, usually coinciding 
with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club has 2 active sub-groups: 


Bird Observers Group: meets on the first Friday of the month, at 7:30pm. The venue for 
meetings is the Department of Food and Agriculture (formerly DARA) Meeting Room, Epsom. 
President: Tom Burton ae, 
Secretary: John Guley 


Mammal Survey Group: meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 8pm in members’ 
homes as announced in the monthly diary. 
Chairman: John Burtonclay, Fadersons Lane, Mandurang (39 5710) 
Secretary: David McDonald,’Mulgara’”’, Guys Hill Road, Strathfieldsaye (39 5756) 
Equipment Officer: Ian Fenselau 
Vice Chairman: John Guley 


Cover Photograph: Austral Indigo: Indigofera australis j 

Photographer: David Mc Donald _—Location: Davey Rd, Mandurang State Forest. 

This photograph of the /ndigofera australis was taken amongst the harsh environment of the 
_ exposed sandstone reef outcrop. The poor shallow soils at this location are typical of the sites on 
which these plants are often found. The attractive pink-lilac flowers in racemes can be seen during 
their late winter to early summer flowering period. 
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of Whirrakee. 


Editor’s note 


In late January, I saw a marvellous stand of Prickly Pear, and my hosts expressed their worry that 
the Prickly Pear might be in danger. I was in Arizona, and the cactus that devastated so much of 
Australia is being attacked over a wide area of desert by a virus: the Pear turns pink, then dies. In 
the same region I saw Red Ironbarks covered with pink flowers. Eucalypts have escaped into 
some wilderness areas, and they look superb. However they are just as much an alien as the 
Prickly Pear is here. The nectar which sustains so many honeyeaters here is wasted - the main 
nectar-eating birds in Arizona are migratory humming birds, which arrive after most of the 
eucalypts have ceased to flower, and which are specialised anyway to other plants. Eucalypts are 
regarded by naturalists there as a pest. 


Articles in Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be obtained from the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the Club. 

Back issues are available at a cost of 80 cents each. Complete sets are available at $ 8.00 for each 
volume. The above prices do not include postage. 


A Visit to the Strathbogie Ranges 31.12.92 - 3.1.93 
Author: Anne Bridley 


John Guley and myself spent several days camping in the Strathbogie Ranges over the New Years 
Day weekend. These ranges are located between Euroa and Mansfield. The northern section is 
mostly State Forest, rising toa height of about 1000 m. Much of this forest has been cleared for 
Pinus radiata plantations. The remainder in the areas we visited was largely Blue Gum Eucalyptus 
globulus and Narrow-leaf Peppermint E. radiate forest with some Broad-leaf Peppermint E. dives , 
Messmate E. obliqua, Red Stringybark E. macrorhynchus and other eucalypts. 


The varieties of understorey added interest to our trip. In some areas there was a thick layer of 
Austral Bracken Pteridium esculentum, a common sight in these foothill forests. But more 
frequent was a fairly dense understorey of Silver Wattle Acacia dealbata and common Dogwood 
Cassinia aculeata. The most beautiful areas for the wildflower lover contained thousands of Pale 
Vanilla-lilies Arthropodium milleflorum in full bloom. Some patches near roadsides where shrubs 
had been cleared away had a spectacular profusion of the Purple Common Fringe-lily Thysanotus 
tuberosus mixed in with Blue Pincushions Brunonia australis. The Fringe-lilies only opened 


during the morning, and on our first drive past in the afternoon we missed them completely. 


Other flowers in bloom included the Tiny Violet Viola sieberana, Austral Cranes-bill Pelargonium 
australe, Slender Mat-rush Lomandra confertifolia, Hairy Speedwell Parahebe calycina, Victorian 
Christmas-bush Prostanthera lasianthos, bluebells Wahlenbergia spp., Prickly Starwort Stellaria 
pungens, Rock Isotome /sotoma axillaris (almost always found on top of granite boulders), 
Bulbine Lily Bulbine bulbosa, Creamy Candles Stackhousia monogyna, Grass Trigger Plant 
Stylidium graminifolium, Goodenia sp., Ranunculus sp., Twining Glycine Glycine clandestina, 
Finger Flower Cheiranthera cyanea, Hibbertia sp., Senecio sp. and more. For the orchid lover, 
we found Cinnamon Bells Gastrodia sesamoides in flower, lots and lots of Common Bird Orchid 
Chiloglottis gunnii basal leaves and some old flowers, and Helmet Orchid basal leaves. 


Our first camp site was in a saddle ona ridge and from here we could lean back in our chairs and 
see a koala high in Blue Gum. Judging by the noise (rather like a trail-bike starting up in the 
distance) there were at least half a dozen koalas within a kilometre. We also found fresh wombat 
droppings. Some kilometres away we saw a couple of Eastern Grey Kangaroos bounding out of 
the pine forest. 


Our second camp was in a valley next to a narrow creek with clear water running over gravel and 


rocks and lined with ferns. It was also lined with leeches! Upstream the creek opened out into a 


basin filled with green ferns including some tree ferns. A walking track along the hillside above 
gave a view down into the lush growth. 


The most interesting fauna to me were some skinks I hadn’t seen before. They were closely 
related Sphenomorphus species,one being the Water Skink S. tympanum, the other as yet (at least 
in my reference book) unnamed. Both were strikingly marked: the Water Skink (which we only 
ever saw away from the water) had a golden-brown back, was very dark brown on the side and 
had grey lower parts. The sides were marked with cream blotches. The other Sphenomorphus is 
very similar in its markings except that it had a cream underside and the individual that we looked 
at most closely had black and cream alternating on its side. It also has a dark blotched throat. This 
one was found very close to water. A distinguishing mark between the two species is the position 
of a pale stripe on the lower lip - it extends in front of and over the ear in the Water Skink and 
below the ear in the other. A pair of binoculars which focus at a short distance are a great help in 
looking at skinks in the bush. 


Yes, I did look at birds as well. Brown Thornbills, Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, White-browed 
Scrubwrens, Golden Whistlers, Yellow Robins and Fan-tailed Cuckoos were common. Gang- 
gang cockatoos, Leaden Flycatchers, Eastern Spinebills, White-throated Gerygone, Eastern 
Whipbird, Black Kite, Cicadabirds, Crescent Honeyeater, Rufous Fantail and the Pied 
Currawongs with their wonderful evocative calls were my personal highlights. I heard a Whites 
Thrush - or was it a Blackbird ? Next trip I’ll listen to my tapes of calls first. 


I haven’t yet mentioned the ant we found standing still on a grass blade while it mimicked a bee 
with its yellow and black abdomen or - but I have to stop somewhere. Definitely a place I want to 
see again. 


Christmas Visit at the Ibsen’s Place 
Author: Win Demeo 


On Sunday 13 December fourteen Club members and friends went to Jack and Jean Ibsen’s place 
for a Christmas visit. Jack showed us around the property and told us the history of the Lyal 
district. They have seven acres of native garden. They have planted all the trees since they have 
owned the property. It was previously a Chinese vegetable garden. There is a memorial in the 
garden to the memory of the Chinaman who lived there. We ate our lunch under the trees. When 
the rain came on we all crowded into the Ibsen’s lounge room. 

Thanks to Jack and Jean for having us and to Lyn Hamilton for taking me. 


Bird Notes and Observations: 4 December 1992 Meeting 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Local Rarity 
Pied Cormorant, Calivil Nov 92 


Threatened Species 
Grey-crowned Babbler (9) Mt Hope Ck near Mitiamo 2.12.92 
Lathams Snipe (3) small swamp Calivil 11.11.92 


Migrants 

Whiskered Tern (30) swamp west of Mitiamo 29.11.92 
Cockatiel (2) Calivil Nov 92 

Fairy Martin (12) Calivil Nov 92 

Fairy Martin (26) Strathfieldsaye 15.11.92 

Sacred Kingfisher (1) Sedgwick 11.11.92 


Breeding 

White-breasted Woodswallow (2A 2Y) Hirds Swamp 2.12.92 
Coot (2A 7Y) dam at Mandurang 11.11.92 

Eastern Rosella (eggs) Myers Flat Nov 92 

Tawny Frogmouth (2A 1DFY) 9 & 10.11.92 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike (Y in nest) Calivil garden 4.12.92 
Fuscous Honeyeater (2 eggs) Sedgwick 4.12.92 

Welcome Swallow (4Y) Sedgwick 4.12.92 

Welcome Swallow (4Y) Sedgwick 14-15.11.92 

Grey Shrikethrush (3Y) Sedgwick 14-15.11.92 

Superb Fairy-wren (3Y) Sedgwick 14-15.11.92 


Unusual Habitat 
Brown Falcon (1) urban Bendigo 2.12.92 & 4.12.92 


Other Observations 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet (3) Bendigo 16.11.92 
Common Myna (2) Mandurang 20.11.92 

Common Myna Myers Flat 9.11.92 

Common Myna (1) Mandurang Sth 30.11.92 & 1.12.92 
Black-shouldered Kite (1) grassy paddock, Epsom 4.10.92 
Pelican (1) farm dam, Sweeneys Ck 27.9.92 

Crested Pigeon (4) Sedgwick 29.11.92 

Variegated Fairy-wren (2) Junortoun 17.11.92 
Chestnut-rumped Hylacola (1) Junortoun 17.11.92 
Collared Sparrowhawk (1) Coliban R. Metcalfe 15.11.92 
Red Wattlebird (20E) Junortoun 20.11.92 

Noisy Friarbird (1) Sutton Grange 23.11.92 

Little Friarbird (1) Sedgwick 15.11.92 


Non-local Observations 

Scaly-breasted Lorikeet (2 pair) breeding, Brimbank Park, Keilor 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet, breeding, Brimbank Park, Keilor 
Rainbow Lorikeet (several pairs), breeding, Yarra River, Warrandyte 
Red-kneed Dotterel (4) small swamp west of Echuca 2.12.92 
Black-tailed native-hens, small swamp west of Echuca 2.12.92 
Pink-eared Ducks, small swamp west of Echuca 2.12.92 


Lists 

swamp west of Mitiamo 29.11.92 

Calivil Nov 92 

Sedgwick 14-15.11.92 

Black Hill Reserve near Kyneton 15.11.92 

Notes 

Purple-crowned Lorikeets were feeding in a garden tree to which they come, usually with Musk 
Lorikeets as well, every year. 

At Brimbank Park on the Maribyrnong River, Purple-crowned and Scaly-breasted Lorikeets were 
seen breeding in hollows in River Red Gums. The latter species are native to eastern NSW and 


Qld and the birds seen would probably have come from aviary escapes. 


Grey-crowned Babblers were in Black Box/ River Red Gum along a creek which is their usual 
habit on the northern plains. The Coots used a nest which had been used by an Eastern Swamp- 
hen. 


We have some reports of Common Mynas nesting near Bendigo - at Mandurang a pair build a nest 
in an Eastern Rosella nest box. At Myers Flat they took over-a nest box when an Eastern Rosella 
was: sitting on partly hatched eggs. The Mynas threw out and smashed the Rosella’s eggs. A 
Myna at Mandurang Sth appears to be a recent arrival, although the odd bird has been seen in the 
Mandurang area. 


Spring has been unusually wet this year. 30 Whiskered Terns is the largest group reported near 
Bendigo for some years. The swamp they were seen at only fills after a long wet spell. Pelicans 
and Black-winged Stilts were also seen there. The bush seems quieter at the moment. A bird 
count at Sedgwick found fewer species than usual for that time of year. Were the birds more 
dispersed than usual because there was plenty of water around ? 


Crested Pigeons have been present at Sedgwick about 1/2 km to the north of the Moors’ home 
since the 1982/83 drought. This is the first time that they have been seen on their block. Grey 
Box woodland with a tall Cassinia understorey was the habitat for 2 Variegated Fairy-wrens 
observed between Junortoun and Longlea. This species has been seen about 1 km away. Perhaps 
the same birds ? They can be see in Grey Box woodland in the Kamarooka State Park. A 
Chestnut-rumped Hylacola was seen about a metre away from a male Variegated Wren - a very 
unusual sight. 


Also unusual was the Brown Falcon perched in urban street trees on two occasions. The trees 
were near a creek and playing field. 


Feathertail Gliders at Cochrane’s Creek 
Authors: Lance Costin and Ray Wallace 


The night of January 30th, 1992 was cool and fine at Cochrane’s Creek. It was here, whilst the 
authors were spotlighting for Squirrel Gliders (Petaurus norfolcensis) that a solitary Feathertail 
Glider (Acrobates pygmaeus) was discovered. The tiny animal, mouse size, was busily feeding in 
a medium-sized Yellow Box (Eucalyptus melliodora) which was heavily in blossom. 
Unmistakable was the little animal’s unique tail. The pale under-belly and pink nose were 
prominent in the glaze of the spotlight. 

This little possum has not been recorded in the Bendigo District but had been recorded to the west 
at Stuart Mill. The sighting at Cochrane’s Creek extends its range considerable closer now to 
Bendigo in the west, although still just outside the region. 

The habitat were the first animal was sighted was a shallow creek meandering through a mixture of 
Yellow Box, Red Gum (E. camaldulensis), Yellow Gum (E. leucoxylon) and Grey Box (E. 
microcarpa). 

Subsequent visits to the area revealed three Feathertail Gliders and then six of the delightful little 
animals, which were all located in blossoming Yellow Box. 


A Cosy Abode for Kookaburras 
Author: Val Rowley 


“Cosy Abodes for Fur & Feather’, a pamphlet funded by the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, 
suggests placing nesting and breeding boxes around your home to experience the pleasure of 
observing birds and mammals raising their families. 

In this regard, I would like to share a few glimpses of our own experiences from the time a pair of 
Kookaburras chose one of our boxes for breeding and culminating in the maiden flight of their 
offspring. 

We were prompted to build and install a ‘kooka box’ when, last August, we noticed a Kookaburra 
inspecting a box we had made specifically for Eastern Rosellas. The large horizontal box was 
placed on a tree in front of our house, and it seemed no time at all before it was occupied. 

In due course, two big white eggs, each approximately 43 mm x 36 mm, could be seen in the 
nesting box from our vantage point at the lounge room window. Initially, we were quite 
concerned about the fate of these eggs, for each time we started up the car, the kooka would leave 
the eggs in fright. We had heard that these birds are very timid and have been known to abandon 
their eggs or young in such cases and we feared that with our constant coming and going, the eggs 
would become cold and not hatch. However on November 17 an ungainly chick emerged from its 
egg and we noted that the other egg had disappeared. 

Prior to this I had set up a camera with a telephoto lens, but because it wasn’t powerful enough and 
it was very dark inside the box, I was not successful in capturing anything clearly on film. 

The camera, mounted on a tripod and aimed at the nesting box didn’t seem to alarm the fledgling at 
all, but occasionally the adult birds would become curious and fly closer to investigate. At these 


times I would move well away from the window to ensure that nothing interrupted the constant 
ferrying of food to satisfy their offspring’s insatiable appetite. 

They brought small lizards and at one time, I observed what could have been a small snake. It 
hung down about 350 mm from the side of the parent’s beak before being cracked repeatedly 
against a branch and killed. The young one was presumably fed yabbies and frogs also, as we 
found remains of these in a box made for Red-rumped Parrots but occupied the previous year by 
Kookaburras. 

Has any member witnessed a Kookaburra taking a Sugar Glider ? 

One day, whilst my daughter, Lyndall and I were weeding, we heard a commotion in the vicinity 
of the Sugar Glider’s hollow log. Looking up, we were just in time to see a kooka flying away 
and one of the Sugar Gliders floundering around in the melaleuca bush which grows beneath their 
hollow log residence. Perhaps inadvertently we had made it too easy for predators !_ The opening 
in the hollow log is quite large and we had even placed a perch near the entrance. In fact we’d 
been very surprised that the Sugar Gliders had chosen it in preference to others available which we 
believed to be far more suitable having smaller entrances. 

The only other unhappy event that transpired was that two of our nesting boxes were invaded by 
bees! They occupied one intended for Ringtail Possums and another designed for Eastern Rosellas 
(it was the same one that the kookas had considered earlier in August). 

If we hadn’t obliged our pair of Dacelo novaeguineae by providing a place for the rearing of their 
family, we would have missed the satisfaction of observing the progress of the young bird from a 
gawky awkward little creature to a handsome young fledgling that perhaps with some trepidation, 
stretched his wings and sprang out into space for the first time, five weeks after hatching. 

It took a great deal of coaxing and encouragement from his parent who called and fluttered back 
and forth from tree to tree before he made the big decision to venture forth on that morning of 
December 22. With much frenzied flapping and fluttering, he only just made it to a tree branch 
about 40 m away from the box. He then seemed loath to leave this, but the adult bird was very 
insistent, and once again he reluctantly but courageously took the plunge, and headed for the roof 
of our house. 

After a rather ungraceful landing, he remained there long enough for us to fire off a few shots with 
a camera. 

Later that day we experienced a severe thunderstorm accompanied by torrential rain and I watched 
anxiously, but they did not return to the shelter of the nesting box. However, I am of the opinion 
that he survived the ordeal as I often hear them calling together in the woods nearby. 


Editor’s Apology: Two photos were supplied together with this article but because of the even 
greater rush than normal in getting this issue to the printer we didn’t have time to include them. 


Letter from the FNCV 


Dorothy Mahler (Excursion Secretary) sent a letter thanking the BFNC for the interesting excursion 
to the Whipstick Forest last November. Features of the day which impressed various members 
were the lightning strike of an ironbark off Rifle Range Road, the various mallee species, 
Thelymitra juncifolia, Melaleuca wilsonii in flower and the Whipstick Westringia. 

Members were also delighted to see the Variegated Wren feeding young. 

The letter concluded with another thank you to all Club members who tured up and helped on the 
day and with the offer of returning the hospitality if we ever wished to organise a similar excursion 
in the Melbourne area. 


From the Bird Observers Club of Australia, Ballarat Branch 


An excursion is planned for February 28 to Wombat Forest to see Rose Robins, Satin Flycatchers 
and Crescent Honeyeaters. 

The leader will be Dr Frank Harrap. 

Outings normally depart at 8:30 am from the Civic Hall car park in Ballarat but there are no outings 
on days of Total Fire Bans. Members from BFNC and visitors are welcome but please confirm the 
details with the Secretary Mrs. Helen O’Donnell on (053) 321162. 


Gondwana Rainforest Sanctuary 


An advertisement has been received from this newly established eco-tourism attraction. It is 
located on Brisbane’s South Bank and it houses about 100 species of native wildlife including 
crocodiles, koalas, pythons, frogs, bandicoots, tropical birds, lizards, gliders and quolls. The 
organisation’s goal is “to demonstrate the beauty of rainforest flora and fauna, and, ultimately, to 
educate people about the importance of treading lightly on Planet Earth”. A percentage of the gate 
taking will be made available to researchers and conservation organisations through a yearly grants 
scheme. 

As the BFNC is listed in the “Green Pages”, members will receive a special discount. 


Please contact the editors for details if you intend to visit the Sanctuary on your next visit to 
Queensland. 
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Diary 


General meeting 


Wednesday February 10, 7:30pm. Members slide night. Please bring slides of natural history 
interest. * 


Bird Observers Group 
Friday February 5, 7:30pm. Jack Ipsen will talk about his experience over three decades of bird 


banding. We will also have a discussion on the program and direction for the group in the coming 
year. 


Friday March 5, 7:30pm. Group Discussion. Suggested Topic: how much do we know about 
local birds, what don’t we know and what could we do to find out ? 


Friday April 2, 7:30pm Andrew Bennet from the Department of Conservation & Natural 
Resources will talk on his study on conservation of wildlife of the northern plains of Victoria. He 
has censused birds at a large number of sites there. 


Mammal Survey Group 


Please contact the president (John Burtonclay 395710) or Secretary (David McDonald 395756) for 
details about the venue of the next meeting. 


Committee Meeting 
Please contact the President (Rob Moors 396254) for information about the venue for the next 
meeting. 


Excursions 

Saturday February 13: a late afternoon/evening canoe trip on the Loddon River at Eddington will 
start at Heather Robert’s place. Some canoes are available to be borrowed from members not 
attending. No fires are allowed. Spotlighting is a possibility. 


Supper 
The usual arrangements for supper are as follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 for 


supper. This small amount is used by the Treasurer to reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 


Diary page contact: Anne Bridley (493479) 
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